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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

The need for humanitarian assistancecontinues to be acute in the Horn of Africa, and
particularlyin OromiaRegionof Ethiopia. In its first yearof existence,HIRPHAInternational(HI)
has made significantstride to play its part by providing non-food assistanceto over 17,500
family membersin the eastern,southeastern,southernand westernparts of OromiaRegional
state. In excessof 500 women and childrenwere alsoprovidedfood and nutrition aid and/or
medicalsupport. Thisinauguralreport intendsto outline theseefforts, sharevictimsstoriesand
providethe financialsummaryof our operationthusfar.

With over 1.5 million internallydisplacedpeoplein variousparts of OromiaRegionalone,a lot
more work still remain. HI will continueto makeefforts to increaseits support base,generate
more financialdonationsandonboardcapablevolunteersto sustainits operationandexpanded
deliveryof its program. Weplanto pursuethe opportunitiesof havinglocalpresence,andmore
partnershipprospectswith organizationsandcommunitiesthat shareour valuesandobjectives.
We will also continue to work with local aid organizations, the elderly, government
representatives,youth volunteersandthe victimsthemselvesfor successfulaiddelivery.

On behalf of myself and the Boardof Directors,I want to take this opportunity to thank the
OromoDiasporawhoseincrediblegenerosityhasmadethis possible.

NasirKenea,PhD
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BACKGROUND

HIRPHAINTERNATIONAL(HI) is an independent, non-profit
humanitarian organizationregistered in the sate of Minnesota,
USAunder"IRSPublication557Section501(C)(3)" in 2017.

Our Vision

Restoring hope through unified 
humanitarian response

Our Humanitarian Values

Accountability, Integrity, Diversity, Equality, 
Respect
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Our Mission

To provide humanitarian assistanceto
internallydisplacedpeopleand refugees
in collaborationwith other organizations
andagencies

To enable self-sufficiency and create
better future by restoringǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎlives

To bring international awarenessand
sustainable support to humanitarian
needs
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We uphold the core principles of UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs ς
Humanity, Neutrality and Independence.

Our Fundamental Principles
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BACKGROUND

The Challenge

Between mid 2016 to early 2018, over
1.5 million peoplewere displaceddue to
conflicts in East Hararghe, West
Hararghe, Bale,Guji, BorenaandWollega
zones of the Oromia Regional State,
Ethiopia. Thisalso resulted in thousands
of deaths, trauma, hunger, rape and
other genderbasedviolenceagainstthe
victims. Most of the displaced are
children and women, and they were
badly affected with illness and
malnutrition. There was very limited
organized assistance, and help was
desperatelyneeded.
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Our response

With the help from the Oromo community,
resourcesin the Diasporawere mobilized to
raisefunds. In order to expediteour response
to victims, we partnered with local (on the
ground) humanitarianorganization- Hundee
Oromo Grassroots Development Int. - to
identify priority areas,type of assistance,and
the necessarylogisticsto supplyaidon site.

HIRPHAInternational also pertnered with
IOHPA & East African Medical Relief
Foundation,to provideassistanceto babiesin
a few localities.

The elderly, local authorities and the youth
were engagedto ensurefairnessandsuccess.

In addition to settingup the organizationto be operational,in its
first year HI was able to raise funds and reachout to the needy
peoplethroughpartnershipswith other organizations.
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ΧŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ
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OUR WORK

East HarargeAdministrative 
District, Oromia Regional State

Non-food items were supplied from
distribution centersin BokoandFachatu, in
Fadiszone,to victimsin the neighboring22
localities,reaching1744 households(7997
familymembers- 3814male,4183female).

Life-savingformula milk and other medical
supplieswere alsoprovidedto 394 IDPsin
DiredawaandHamaressacamps.
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BoranaAdministrative District, 
Oromia Regional State

Two distribution centres in Arero district
(Guto and Halu Dirree) were used to
supplynon-food items to 552 households
with a total of 2878familymembers(1434
male,1444female).

Thedire situation and numberof the IDPs
has been one of the challengesto select
the familiesto be providedassitance.

In early part of our campaign,over 10,875 IDPs were given
emergencyshelter and non-food items as an interventionςEast
HarargeandBoranaDistrictsof OromiaRegionalState.
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The non-food items supplied to the victims primarily include one or more of the
following items: cookingpot, cookingladle,sleepingmats,soap,jug, kettle, cups,plates,
rope,plasticsheltering,Jerrycans,washingbasin,blanketsandbed-mats.

Transportingsuppliesto most of the campsites is generallychallenging,and the roads
are difficult to navigate,evenmore soduringthe rainyseason.
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OUR WORK

Bale Administrative District, Oromia 
Regional State

In Saweenaarea 475 households(200 in
Kuni, 100 in Arele/BaddaDhera& 175 in
Atawi) with 2400 family members were
suppliedemergencyshelterandnon-food
items.

In addition, 100 children and 50 women
(pregnant and lactating) exposed to
malnutrition in the areasof Arele/Badda
Dhera were provided urgently needed
supplementary food such as FAMIX,
vegetableoil & packedpowderedmilk.
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East WollegaAdministrative District, 
Oromia Regional State

In late 2018, 1100 householdswith 3300
beneficiary family members (1680 male,
1620 female) living in HaroLimudistrict of
EastWollegaadministrativezone,bordering
Benishangul Gumuz (BG) State, were
supplied with non-food items, primarily
blankets.

In addition, mattresseswere given to 292
family members with highly vulnerable
women (pregnant and breast feeding) in
Sasiggaarea.

Thousandsof IDPs,includingmalnourishedchildrenandpregnant
women,weregivenemergencynon-food itemsasan intervention
in 2018ςBaleandEastWollegaDistrictsof Oromia.
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ΧŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ
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In Burrayyu(Finfinne/Addis Ababaarea) 123 family members receivednon-food items
(cookingpans)in October,2018.



VICTIMS’ STORIES

Selected comments from the Internally Displaced People in Borana, Bale and 
Harargedistricts of Oromia zone

ÅάΧWe grabbedour children,thosewho
were able, walked. We carried others
on our backsor even draggedon the
ground so that we can flee for our
ƭƛǾŜǎέςBakkuKuusu

ÅάΧOur children and women are
exposedto lackof food andǿŀǘŜǊέ-

ÅάΧWe ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘreceived any support,
this is the first assistancewe have
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘέςTuruandRobale
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ÅάΧwe are in dire situation,getting these
materialsis priceless. We are so happy,
we cansleeptonightΧέςRobale

ÅάΧthank you for being here with your
supportwhenwe are inƴŜŜŘέςTuru

ÅάΧthank you for supporting the needy
peoplein ourŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέςGalgaloHalake,
Arerodistrict leadership

With limited resources,and in a relativelyshort time, HI hasbeen
able to make a small but real difference in many Internally
DisplacedtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎlives,asper thesetestimonials
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Å "WhenyouhavekidsandyouŘƻƴΩǘknowhow youaregoingto feed them or what to
cloth themΧΧ..we arethankfulof everyonethat iscomingto helpus...άςAbdalla
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
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HIPHAInternational usesappropriate controls, includingaudits,
throughoutits processin order to ensurethe fundingcontributed
by donorsgoesto the intendedrecipients.
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Expenses 2017 2018
Assistance to victims in Oromia / Ethiopia $119,642.44 $181,414.99

Administrative and fundraising expense $4,379.00 $7,839.96
Total $124,021.44 $189,254.95

Income 2017 2018

Beginning Balance $0.00 $181,856.40

Contributions / donations $305,936.71 $29,782.87

Total $305,936.71 $211,639.27

Net Income $181,856.40  $22,384.30

Balance as of Dec. 31, 2018 $22,384.30 
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Administrative cost is kept at the lowest possible level (about 3.5%) during our operation.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

To our Supporters

Organizationswith notablecontributions:

Oromia Media Network & team - for
fundraisingthe largestfinancialsupport.

Oromo Communitiesof Portland, Memphis,
Seattle,Denver,Minnesota,Columbus(EAOC)
Ottawa, Winnipegand EbenezerEvangelical&
OurRedeemerEvangelicalLutheranChurchfor
their outstanding generosity. Other
contributors includecommunitiesof Nashville,
Iowa, Norway, Utah, California, Najjo-Jarso
SHA& Germany.

HUNDEEOromo GrassrootsDevelopmentand
the EastAfricanMedicalReliefFoundation- for
their partnerships and for delivering aid
directly to the victims.
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Our Call

A largenumberof individuals,groups& organizationscontributed
to help HI reach out to thousandsof victims. We are sincerely
thankful to all of them,andpleafor their continuedassistance.
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Thenumberof IDPsreceivingassistance
in Oromiais extremelylow ascompared
to thoseneedingassistance. Accordingly,
we appeal to the Oromo Diaspora to
continue to lend its hands. We also call
up on the broader humanitarian
community to pay attention to the dire
situation in Oromia and provide the
necessaryassistance. HI can be your
reliablepartner to reachthesevictims.

Volunteersare the backboneof HI, and
we call up on willing individualsto reach
out to us& contributetheir time/skillsto
makea differencein other peopleslives.
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APPENDIX - A
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Acknowledgement letter 

(excerpts)

[From: East African Medical Relief 
Foundation]
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APPENDIX - B
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Acknowledgement letter

[From: District representative, Arero]

(in AfaanOromo)
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THANK YOU

contact@hirpha.org

www.hirpha.org

@hirpha.international


